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Athabasca University a

- Canada’s Open University since 1971

- 100% distance education delivery
- ‘open learning’ philosophy

. rapid increase from 12K to 30K students
since 1996

. 800+ distance-based courses

- 500+ courses delivered currently
. 200+ courses under development
. "All programmes were online by 1999



DE institutions and 1
collaboration L
Distance education institutions rely increasingly

on national and international course-sharing
agreements.

DE institutions have addressed the problems of
technological delivery since their inception.

Local examples of collaboration include:

a) Canadian Virtual University; b) Univ. Virtuelle
Francophone; c) Athabasca U/ TELUQ); d) Western
University Governors; e) Commonwealth of Learning

A prime example of Canada/Mexico DE
collaboration: UBC and ITESM.



Oniline teehnologies at Aua

Asynchronous |Synchronous
(all MDE students) | (approx. 40%)

Text E-mail Simultaneous Chat
Conferencing (diminished interest
Relay chat In past 2 years)

File transfer

Audio |Sound files Internet ‘phone
Streaming Audio | Audio-conferencing

A+V Movie files Desktop video-conf.
Streaming A+V (increased Interest)
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2)
3)
4)
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DE 1n other countries... LI

In Mexico: sophisticated satellite-based
multi-way video-conferencing

In Japan: distance education based on
elaborate satellite-based broadcast models

In China: Chinese Radio-TV University
now putting all its course materials online

In Bangladesh: Video remains major
medium for rural delivery of courses

In India: IGNOU’s major teleconferencing
and video-cassette delivery systems



DE in“North America LI

In N. American DE:

1) The predominant delivery systems are dissimilar to
International educational delivery methods.

2) Asynchronous communication methods (primarily
text-based conferencing) are preferred owing to
national time zone differences.

3) ETV and video-conferencing media are largely
rejected as a cost-ineffective failures.

4) Institutional video production facilities ‘downsized’.

5) Online synchronous conferencing is impeded by
Institutional bandwidth and firewall problems, and
by excess of competing, unevaluated softwares.
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2)

3)
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o)

Conclusions a

InA New World of Knowledge (1999): willingness
to collaborate In global course delivery. will be
frustrated by lack of a common technological
Infrastructure (prediction so far. upheld).

International academic community needs educating
about international delivery system differences.

Need for evaluation of online collaborative options.

Need for international educational technology and
distance education curricula.

Need for regular international online discussions by
Institutional technology specialists.
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